Best Health Care System?
"Fortunately, the positive news is that we've got the best health care system in the world." -President George W. Bush 
Life Expectancy and Spending
Source: University of California, Santa Cruz, UC Atlas of Global Inequality, http://ucatlas.ucsc.edu/spend.php 
International Comparison of Spending on Health

Why Study Different Health Care Systems?
• May provide important clues to assessing our own system • Many industrialized countries either provide:
-Health care directly through the government -Publicly funded health insurance with comprehensive coverage
Classification of Health Care Systems
• Traditional sickness insurance -A private insurance market approach with government subsidy
• National health insurance -National-level health insurance system
• National health services -National-level provision (delivery) of health care
• Mixed systems -Contain elements of both traditional sickness insurance and national health insurance
Conclusions
• U.S. ranks poorly on many measures of health outcomes • U.S. outperforms others in many medical intervention-oriented health outcomes • U.S. spends vastly more on healthcare • There are many different types of national healthcare systems in world
